
 

The Five Biggest Mistakes You Can Make After a Car Accident 

In the immediate aftermath of having somebody slam into your car or being involved in any 
kind of accident where someone else's recklessness or negligence caused the incident, it's 
easy to feel overwhelmed.  

You may even be experiencing a surge of adrenaline or shock as you attempt to figure out 
what happened. That being said, there are several important things you should do and 
several things you should avoid doing once you have been involved in an accident. Read on 
to learn more about how to avoid these mistakes and why you need to speak to an 
experienced personal injury attorney about your claim.  

Mistake #1: Failing to File a Police Report 

Even if you believe that the injuries and damages are minor, it is imperative that you file a 
police report. This is for the purposes of your insurance company as well as your personal 
injury claim if you should decide to file one. Having a police report documents, the basic 
data associated with the accident.  

You might be thinking that you can remember this information later on but it is very 
confusing after a car accident has happened and it is very easy to forget the basics. Without 
a police report the other party may deny his or her culpability and you may have to rely on 
other forms of evidence. It's always a good idea to bring the police to the scene so that you 
can get a police report and document what happened at the accident. 

Mistake #2: Not Getting Medical Attention 

Some of the most severe injuries associated with car accidents today are not immediately 
visible right after the accident has happened. This is particularly true of severe injuries like 
traumatic brain injuries. 

It is imperative that you visit the emergency room and get fully checked out before going 
home. If you notice any symptoms in the days and weeks after the accident, you should also 
get medical attention as this could be an indication of a catastrophic injury.  

Mistake #3: Not Collecting the Right Documentation at the Scene of the Crime 

Of course you need to speak to the other driver and get his or her contact information and 
insurance details but you should also use this time with your smartphone to take pictures 
and/or video of the accident scene.  

This information may become important later as your personal injury attorney may use it to 
reconstruct the scene of the accident or point to pieces of evidence that hold the other 
party accountable for his or her actions. Your first priority should be to make sure that 
everyone at the scene of the accident is okay but then move on to collecting evidence that 
you can use later. Using the timestamp on your phone can also ensure that this information 
is valid and accurate.  

Mistake #4: Not Speaking to Witnesses or Identifying Other Evidence Opportunities 

In many car accidents, other individuals may witness the accident itself and be able to 
provide important details for your personal injury claim. In order to make the most of this, 
however, you must be able to speak to them as soon as possible after the car crash occurs 



 

and get their contact information. You may need to provide this to your personal injury 
attorney. Other pieces of evidence such as traffic cameras or security cameras may become 
important if you decide to move forward with a personal injury claim. 

Mistake #5: Not Speaking to an Experienced Personal Injury Attorney as Soon as Possible 

You should never downplay the injuries you have sustained in a car accident and likewise, 
you should never wait too long to speak to an experienced personal injury attorney. You 
need to speak to an attorney to evaluate all of your options and determine whether or not 
you have the grounds for a personal injury claim.  

An attorney is the only person who can tell you about the legal strength of your claim and 
determine whether it is appropriate for you to file a lawsuit. Every state has a statute of 
limitations and you must file your lawsuit within this time period or risk having any future 
claims dismissed and denied. Consult with an attorney even if you are not yet sure whether 
or not you intend to file a legal claim.  

These are the five biggest mistakes that you can make when being involved in a car 
accident. Protect yourself by getting medical attention and speaking with an attorney as 
soon as possible.   

   

 


